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University City Science Center Welcomes IDISUS
French firm helps global companies establish U.S. operations at Science Center.

Philadelphia – November 26, 2007 -- The University City Science Center (“Science Center”), today announced that Innovation Development International Services (IDIS), a Paris-based organization that assists small- and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) in the biotech, healthcare and information technology markets in their overseas expansion efforts, has established its U.S. operations at the Science Center.  Acting as a guide, IDIS provides customized market entry strategies, consulting, sales and marketing, and event services for European companies seeking to establish a foothold in the U.S. and the reverse; for U.S. companies interested in developing their business in Europe.

The new Innovation Development International Services IDIS venture, called IDISUS, is headquartered in the Science Center on Market Street in Philadelphia, and is actively working with U.S. companies looking to expand into Europe.

In addition to serving as a “Total Venture Eco-System” for entrepreneurial ventures, The Science Center offers a Soft-Landing Program designed to assist international companies seeking to expand into US markets with space, funding, and domestic market expertise.  The Science Center worked in partnership with the Pennsylvania Office of International Business Development and Select Greater Philadelphia to bring IDISUS to Greater Philadelphia.  With a strategic location between the nation’s regulatory/legislative hub in Washington, and the world’s financial center in New York, the Science Center affords these companies ready access to a wealth of resources, in addition to proximity to a high concentration of life science and high-technology companies.

According to IDISUS President Alexander Leroy, Innovation Development International Services considered locations in both New York and Boston before choosing Greater Philadelphia last November. 

“We met with Science Center officials, and were very impressed with their responsiveness,” says Leroy, who also attributes the decision to Science Center’s network of connections, access to C-level bio industry executives, breadth of services, and affordability.  Earlier this year, the company established its stateside presence at the Science Center as the gateway into the lucrative U.S. market. IDISUS Project Manager Orelie Cathaud who is heading business development efforts at the Science Center recently relocated from Paris to Greater Philadelphia and currently resides in South Philadelphia.

---More---

“The Greater Philadelphia region represents a particularly fertile entry point for IDISUS, with the second-largest concentration of bio-pharmaceutical companies nationwide, and easy access to 80 percent of all major pharmaceutical companies,” said Science Center Interim President and CEO Dean Lewis.  “The Greater Philadelphia area also provides IDISUS access to 60 percent of the U.S. and Canadian population within a two hour flight and the ability to do business on both coasts, the American east coast and the European west coast.” 

While IDISUS’ initial efforts are centered on SMEs in the Greater Philadelphia area, its vision and reach span the entire continent, and the company is currently working with a partner on the west coast.  This partner network philosophy has proven valuable to IDISUS, allowing it to offer local market expertise on a truly global scale.

About The Science Center

The Science Center (www.ScienceCenter.org) is a “Total Venture EcosystemTM” that provides early stage life science and technology companies the critical resources that accelerates their commercialization and provides the infrastructure and community they need to flourish. It offers specialized wet and dry laboratory facilities, turnkey management services, and industry expertise in life sciences along with technology. Situated on over 2 million square feet of real estate on Market Street, adjacent to several of Philadelphia’s major universities and medical research institutions, the Science Center is positioned in a unique vantage point for creating powerful companies by bringing together strong science and scientists, entrepreneurs, managers, grants and investment capital. The Science Center is an attractive “soft landing” place for international companies to launch their U.S. businesses, and is a powerful economic engine for the regional economy.
 
Since 1963, over 400 companies have originated at the Science Center and today those companies employ over 29,000 people and generate annual revenues in excess of $8 billion dollars.

About Select Greater Philadelphia
An affiliate of the Greater Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce, Select Greater Philadelphia is an economic development marketing organization dedicated to building the economy of the Greater Philadelphia region.  It is a private, non-profit organization that focuses its resources on enhancing the profile and image of the region’s business community in order to attract businesses.  Select Greater Philadelphia markets the region nationally and globally in order to establish Greater Philadelphia as a top-tier place to do business.  The Greater Philadelphia region encompasses northern Delaware, southern New Jersey and southeastern Pennsylvania.  For more information, visit www.selectgreaterphiladelphia.com.
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